The gene for the S7 ribosomal protein of Chlamydia trachomatis: characterization within the chlamydial str operon.
The prokaryotic ribosomal operon, str, contains open reading frames for the two elongation factors, elongation factor G (EF-G) and elongation factor Tu (EF-Tu), and ribosomal proteins S7 and S12. The DNA sequence and predicted amino acid sequence for S7 from Chlamydia trachomatis are presented and compared with homologues from other prokaryotes. Also, the relationship of the S7 gene to the open reading frames for ribosomal protein S12 and EF-G is described. Significant amino acid homology is also noted when the amino-terminal sequence of chlamydial EF-G is compared with the cytoplasmic tetracycline resistance factors, tetM and tetO, from streptococci and Campylobacter jejuni. Related findings and possible resistance mechanisms for the newly recognized tetracycline-resistant clinical isolates of C. trachomatis are discussed.